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What is a research poster?
• Posters are widely used in the academic 

community
• Most conferences include poster 

presentations in their program.
• Research posters summarize information or 

research concisely and attractively to help 
publicize it and generate discussion.

• The poster is usually a mixture of a brief 
text mixed with tables, graphs, pictures, 
and other presentation formats. 

• At a conference, the researcher stands by 
the poster display while other participants 
can come and view the presentation and 
interact with the author.
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To prepare a good poster…

Likewise ORAL PRESENTATIONS

• Need to grab the attention in a 
very short time (and space)

• Visual aid
• «Extreme» summary of your 

research

Likewise WRITTEN PAPERS

• Structure similar to a research 
paper

• High accuracy (references, 
citations, ….)

• Static
• Text based with the inclusion of 

images

You need to merge all the knowledge and experience you have 
in preparing both oral presentations and written  reports

With posters we are going a step further….
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SCIENTIFIC CONTENT
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SECTIONS OF YOUR POSTERS

• Introduction
• Objectives
• Methodology
• Results
• Conclusions
• Acknowledgements
• References

IF IT WERE A SCIENTIFIC 
PAPER, WHICH WOULD 

BE THE SECTION 
MISSING??

5



SECTIONS OF YOUR POSTERS
NO ABSTRACT

Do not include an abstract on a poster.
A poster is an abstract of your research

6



SECTIONS OF YOUR POSTERS

• Introduction
• Objectives
• Methodology
• Results
• Conclusions
• Acknowledgements
• References

“A poster is an 
abstract of your 

research”
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TECHNICAL ASPECTS
Tools and Layout
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Choose your tool
• Power point

• Adobe Photoshop
• Adobe Illustrator

• Latex (http://www.brian-amberg.de/uni/poster/
http://www.latextemplates.com/template/jacobs-
landscape-poster)

Very expensive, 
suitable for graphic 
artists

(Free (with Office), a lot 
of templates, a lot of 
tutorials)
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Remember that…
You must attract an audience:

• Prominent title
• Attractive figures (lots)
• Clean, open layout
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Which size? Orientation?

• The conferences usually suggest a format for the posters
• Remember to set up your power point page before starting 

your poster (unless you are using templates)

• Choose your poster orientation:

LANDSCAPE PO
RTRAIT

W=L W>>L
W>L
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TEMPLATE or blank page?

A huge number of templates is 
available. 
Just google it!

Useful link:
Pimp my poster blog where 
people upload their poster and 
get suggestions and comments
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Flow of poster

• Keep it simple
• Keep it ordered
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Flow of poster

• Keep it simple
• Keep it ordered
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Background

Background image

Background image

Background color 

Background color
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Background

Dark Background 
color (TITLES)

Fair Background 
color (TEXT)

Similar colors for 
fonts and 

background

Use contrasting colors between the text and the background
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FONTS

Typical fonts:
– Helvetica/Arial
– Garamond
– Franklin Gothic
– ….

• Avoid strange fonts 
– Poster

– Poster
– Poster

– Poster
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FONTS
• Keep the number of fonts size to a minimum
• Use fonts to differentiate the sections
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WHAT FONT SIZE 
SHOULD I USE?

Choose the font size in function of  
the page layout

Put in evidence the titles

Do not reduce the font to fit more text 

Adapt the text to fit with the correct font dimension
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Colors or not colors?

• Dark fonts on a lighter background

Few colors (2-3) VS lots of colors
Loud colors that clash

Background image
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Left alignment or justification?

Left alignment is usually preferable in posters
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EFFECTIVE POSTER 
PRESENTATION
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Be prepared!

• Prepare a 3 (to 5) minutes presentation
• Prepare your “key sentence” to grab the attention 

instantaneously
• Be ready to:

• Answer tough questions
• Explain the details of every part of the work
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Practice your presentation
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Be confident
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SOME EXAMPLES OF 
RESEARCH POSTERS
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http://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=276826&p=1846154
http://nyu.v1.libguides.com/friendly.php?s=posters&gid=6791

• Texas Austin: https://www.utexas.edu/ugs/our/poster
• NCSU: https://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
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• Washington University: 
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links-pg/how-to-make-a-scientific-poster/
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Critical thinking
“(…) a persistent effort to examine any belief or source of 
knowledge in the light of evidence that supports it and the 
conclusions it draws.” E. Glaser 1941

Critical evaluation of the evidence, line of reasoning, and 
conclusions. 

“If you would be a real seeker after truth, 
it is necessary that at least once in your life 
you doubt, as far as possible, all things.”
Rene Descartes (1596-1650)
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